NFL’s 2007 Draft:

Providing AV for a Nation of fans

Situation:
The National Football League (NFL) needs no introduction. So when the teams were set to announce their top picks of this year’s untouched talent for the upcoming season, the NFL required a visually impressive, ultra modern set up on the stage of Radio City Music Hall. It was important that what was created would represent this high-profile organization in a way that would dazzle and appeal to true football enthusiasts.

AVW-TELAV was committed to creating a memorable event by integrating the latest state-of-the-art visual technology with superior sound components. With approximately 27 million hardcore football fans watching this year’s draft live from across the globe, there was absolutely no tolerance for errors.
Solution:
This was the first year AVW-TELAV had been asked to provide audio support for this event, and rigging Radio City Music Hall for sound was no small feat. We hung two large columns of Line Array from the ceiling of the theatre to guarantee the finest sound quality in the 6,000-seat music hall. We also sent audio feeds to radio and television networks that broadcast the draft, and into three green rooms for the players, the Commissioner of the NFL, and the interviews.
For exceptional visibility of the stage from any seat, AVW-TELAV suspended four 15’x20” video screens from the theatre ceiling. The two top screens displayed the two broadcast network feeds, and the two bottom screens displayed the picks as well as production footage. In addition, five large video screens were embedded into the stage set behind the podium and, with the use of a blending system, allowed wide screen images to be displayed across the entire set or individual team images on each screen. Fifteen of the audio visual industry’s most powerful projectors were required to transmit images to video screens in the hall. 

AVW-TELAV also provided sound and video for ‘Draft Fan Central’ on 51st Street between 6th and 7th Avenue, where an estimated 18,000 football fans gathered in the closed-off street to hear and watch all  of the 2007 NFL Draft selections. Sound and video were also sent back to Radio City Music Hall so fans in the theatre could see the action on the street.

Result:

AVW-TELAV helped the NFL kick off this year’s season and build the anticipation of its legions of fans. 
Frank Supovitz, Senior Vice President, Events for the NFL, said that AVW-TELAV’s “expertise helps contribute to the success” of the NFL draft, and, likewise, we are just as ecstatic to provide our AV creativity to this exciting event.  
